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New National Commander Takes Office

Mary D. Ross, US Army, Retired, was elected as the
Commander of Women Veterans of Ameri@&VA) at the
National Cavention held in Nashville, Tennessee
September 2010. Commander Ross is a founding memb
WVA Chapter 20 in Nashville, Tennessee, and is an ac
member of thdepartment of Veterans Affair¥A) Tennessee
Vall ey Healthcare SWstwoskm8he
works full-time as Deputy Executive Director of Operatic
Stand Down Nashville, Inc., and is a member of the Tenne
State Veteran®Nursing HomesBoard Commander Rosss
also Past President of the Military Order of Purple He
Auxiliary. Shest at ed Al am honored
National Commander. | promise to continue to work to mg
WVA the strong, respected organization that it deserves tc™, . e

and | will do my best t0 Mary Ross

carry out the mission that

the founders of WVA establisid 20 years ago. |

am honored to wear the Commander pin on my hat
that has been passed down to me from our late Past
National Commander and cefoundetr Colleen

Mu s s ol Cammander Ross will lead a very
competent slate of National Officers, including
ViceCommander Sue Getz, Chapter 6, Ohio;
Adjutant Lois Dillree, Chapter 20, Tennessee;
Finance Officer Becky Rigby, Chapter 20,
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cted as

Outgoing NationalCommander Janet Cook . . .
passing the Commander hat pm to |ncoming 36”, Chapter 20, Tennessee, and Chaplaln Shll’|ey

National Commander Mary Ross Texas. Each ofitlbeming and returning officers is



dedicated to the strengthening and expansion of Women Veterans of America on a more
national level, establishing new Chapters and increasing membership.

National Convention Photos

Women Veterans of America members adsiechin Nashville, Tennessee, in September,
2010, to conduct the business of the organization. About 50 members from Florida,
Ohio, Tennessee and Texas gathered, starting with registration and a hospitality reception
on Friday evening, and wrapping up &@unday morning. During these three days,
women veterans visited with their sister veterans, learned about the current state of
medical benefits for women veterans, traded stories, and carefully considered and voted
on issues that are important to the agistration of the organization.

Host Chapter 20 Commandistary
Ross welcomes attendees
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Chapter 6 from Dayton, Ohio, came prepared with a display
Chapter activities and-Ehirts for sale!

Housbn Chapter 8 member Jackie Hall

with her nephew, Josh, who is an Tennessee ValleyaMenVeteransProgram Manager

Associate member Carol Pope talks with newly elected Adjutant, Lois
Dillree, Chapter 20, Nashville, Tennessee
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National Women Veterans Advisory i — o, A
Committee member Lindsay Long is Kathy Bell, Chapter 20, Nashville, Tennessee, wi
a member DWVA Chapter 20 reelected Sgt. at Arms for two more gea
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A s Incoming National Officers (left to right) SergeattArms Kathy
Karen Shaver, Commander, Chapger Bell, Finance Officer Becky Rigney, Adjutant Lois Dillree, Vice
Houston, Texas, gives her Chapter Report Commander Sue Getz, and Commander Mary D. Ross. Not

pictured: Chaplain Shirley Harrison

Kathy Bell, left and Becky Rigby tathe oath of office Corina Collins, Chapter 20 member and resident computer
as Sgt. at Arms and Finance Officer geekprovided technical support
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Outgoing National Adjutant Robin Important business was conducted at the WVA National Convention in Nashy

Blanchard opened the program Tennessee, with representatives from representatives from Chapters around
with a stirring rendition of the country

National Anthem

) WVPM Carol Pope, left, with Keynote Speaker Deputy Field
Outgoing National Finance Officer Jean Daugherty Director MaryAnn Woodwar@&mith, center, talking with Nashville,
admires one of the door prizes Tennesse Chapte20 member Pam Gibbs

h o s> SR ﬂ- — i
Associate Director for Nursinganice Cobb
Chapter 20 Chplain WandaBruce Graham conducted a very extended a welcome to Nashville on behalf of

moving Memorial Ceremony VA Tennessee Valley Healthcare System
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Incoming and Outgoing National Commanders admiring the n
Nashville Chapter 20 sign which was preseated personal gift
from Commander Codio Chapter 20 in appreciation for hosting
the National Convention

Commander Emeritus Mildre@ipolla
was honored for her@years as a
Founding Member of WVA

Incoming Vice Commander, Sue Getz,
Chapter 6, Dayton, Ohio

Miss Gimie Tribble, an inspiration for many members of Nashvill
Chapter 2Qwith outgoing Commander Janet Cook

Commander Emeritus Mildredipolla and Chapter @
member Anntomattei

There was magic in the air, as demonstrated by Vice Commal
Sue Getz and Adjutant Robin Blanchard



Nashville Chapter 20 Vice

Commander Stacey Hopwibo Chapter 20 member Estrella
Whiteurst decorating for the

National Convention

Houston Chapter 8 member Heatl@mnandlerhelping to

set up for thepen market place Sister veterans from Nashville Chapter 20 and Dayton Chapter €

getting better acquainted

Sister veterans enjoying time to visit with @m®ther (tor)
Judy Robbins, Estrell/hitehurst Cora White and Andi

Johnson

Becky Rigby, Chapter 20, Nashville,
Tennessee is our new Finance Officer



