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New National Commander Takes Office 
 

Mary D. Ross, US Army, Retired, was elected as the new 

Commander of Women Veterans of America (WVA) at the 

National Convention held in Nashville, Tennessee in 

September 2010.  Commander Ross is a founding member of 

WVA Chapter 20 in Nashville, Tennessee, and is an active 

member of the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Tennessee 

Valley Healthcare Systemôs Women Veterans Network.  She 

works full-time as Deputy Executive Director of Operation 

Stand Down Nashville, Inc., and is a member of the Tennessee 

State Veterans Nursing Homes Board.  Commander Ross is 

also Past President of the Military Order of Purple Heart 

Auxiliary.  She stated ñI am honored to be elected as your new 

National Commander.  I promise to continue to work to make 

WVA the strong, respected organization that it deserves to be, 

and I will do my best to 

carry out the mission that 

the founders of WVA established 20 years ago.  I 

am honored to wear the Commander pin on my hat 

that has been passed down to me from our late Past 

National Commander and co-founder, Colleen 

Mussolino.ò  Commander Ross will lead a very 

competent slate of National Officers, including 

Vice-Commander Sue Getz, Chapter 6, Ohio; 

Adjutant Lois Dillree, Chapter 20, Tennessee; 

Finance Officer Becky Rigby, Chapter 20, 

Tennessee; Sgt-at-Arms Kathy Bell, Chapter 20, Tennessee; and Chaplain Shirley 

Harrison, Chapter 8, Houston, Texas.  Each of the incoming and returning officers is 

WVA National Commander 

Mary Ross 

Outgoing National Commander Janet Cook 
passing the Commander hat pin to Incoming 

National Commander Mary Ross 
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dedicated to the strengthening and expansion of Women Veterans of America on a more 

national level, establishing new Chapters and increasing membership. 

National Convention Photos 
 

Women Veterans of America members assembled in Nashville, Tennessee, in September, 

2010, to conduct the business of the organization.  About 50 members from Florida, 

Ohio, Tennessee and Texas gathered, starting with registration and a hospitality reception 

on Friday evening, and wrapping up on Sunday morning.  During these three days, 

women veterans visited with their sister veterans, learned about the current state of 

medical benefits for women veterans, traded stories, and carefully considered and voted 

on issues that are important to the administration of the organization.  

Houston Chapter 8 member Jackie Hall 

with her nephew, Josh, who is an 

Associate member 

Chapter 6 from Dayton, Ohio, came prepared with a display of 

Chapter activities and T-shirts for sale! 

Members proudly joining in the Pledge of of Allegiance 

Tennessee Valley Women Veterans Program Manager 

Carol Pope talks with newly elected Adjutant, Lois 

Dillree, Chapter 20, Nashville, Tennessee 

Host Chapter 20 Commander Mary 

Ross welcomes attendees 
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Incoming National Officers (left to right) Sergeant-at-Arms Kathy 

Bell, Finance Officer Becky Rigney, Adjutant Lois Dillree, Vice 

Commander Sue Getz, and Commander Mary D. Ross.  Not 

pictured:  Chaplain Shirley Harrison 

Kathy Bell, Chapter 20, Nashville, Tennessee, was 

reelected Sgt. at Arms for two more years 

Karen Shaver, Commander, Chapter 8, 

Houston, Texas, gives her Chapter Report 

Kathy Bell, left and Becky Rigby take the oath of office 

as Sgt. at Arms and Finance Officer 

National Women Veterans Advisory 

Committee member Lindsay Long is 

a member of WVA Chapter 20 

Corina Collins, Chapter 20 member and resident computer 

geek provided technical support 
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Important business was conducted at the WVA National Convention in Nashville, 

Tennessee, with representatives from representatives from Chapters around the 

country 

Chapter 20 Chaplain Wanda Bruce Graham conducted a very 

moving Memorial Ceremony 

WVPM Carol Pope, left, with Keynote Speaker Deputy Field 

Director MaryAnn Woodward-Smith, center, talking with Nashville, 

Tennessee Chapter 20 member Pam Gibbs 

Associate Director for Nursing Janice Cobb 

extended a welcome to Nashville on behalf of 

VA Tennessee Valley Healthcare System 

Outgoing National Adjutant Robin 

Blanchard opened the program 

with a stirring rendition of the 

National Anthem 

Outgoing National Finance Officer Jean Daugherty 

admires one of the door prizes 
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Incoming Vice Commander, Sue Getz, 

Chapter 6, Dayton, Ohio 

Commander Emeritus Mildred Cipolla and Chapter 20 

member Ann Antomattei 

Commander Emeritus Mildred Cipolla 

was honored for her 20 years as a 

Founding Member of WVA 

Incoming and Outgoing National Commanders admiring the new 

Nashville Chapter 20 sign which was presentedas a personal gift 

from Commander Cook to Chapter 20 in appreciation for hosting 

the National Convention  

Miss Ginnie Tribble, an inspiration for many members of Nashville 

Chapter 20, with outgoing Commander Janet Cook 

There was magic in the air, as demonstrated by Vice Commander 

Sue Getz and Adjutant Robin Blanchard 
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Becky Rigby, Chapter 20, Nashville, 

Tennessee is our new Finance Officer 

Sister veterans enjoying time to visit with one another (l to r) 

Judy Robbins, Estrella Whitehurst, Cora White and Andi 

Johnson 

Francis Shumaker and Joyce Gray from Chapter 20 Nashville Chapter 20 Vice 

Commander Stacey Hopwood Chapter 20 member Estrella 

Whiteurst decorating for the 

National Convention 

Houston Chapter 8 member Heather Chandler helping to 

set up for the open market place Sister veterans from Nashville Chapter 20 and Dayton Chapter 6 

getting better acquainted 


